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INTRODUCTION

We all have our own preferences in how we do things. That's what makes us unique. When you
find a blog that you would like to follow, you should have the option of subscribing by email or
Really Simple Syndication (RSS). Of course, you always have the option of not signing up at all.
You would simply visit the site periodically to see if there is any new content. Personally, my
baby boomer brain likes receiving notification of new content.

Here is a snapshot of my business writing blog, Sy G I.D]

Simply Stated Business. The circled icon in the

upper corner is an RSS icon. | also have a text Q search

link to sign up for an RSS feed. Below that is the

option to sign up for an email subscription. We Welcome to my blog,

love choices! Cathy Miller, Business
Writer/Consultant

There are many great icons used for RSS feeds. Thanks for dropping by! Feel free to join the discussion
Below are just a few more examples. by clicking on 'Cotav updated by

subscribing to th¢ RSS feed.
Y N |
QLER

RSS

You can subscribe by email, too!

Enter your email address:

Delivered by FeedBurner

Now that you know what to look for, let’'s take a closer look at how the options work.

INBOX OR FEED

The biggest difference in subscriptions by email versus RSS is the notification process for letting
you know a blog has new content. When you subscribe by email, you receive a copy of the new
post in your email. You can choose to read it in your email or click on a link that takes you to
the new blog post.

When you sign up for RSS, you receive the new blog content in a feed to an RSS feeder. It's
not as complicated as it sounds. Here are a few examples to help you decide — email or RSS.
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BROWSING AROUND

Many of the browsers you use for navigating the web, like Internet Explorer and Firefox, have
built-in RSS. Using Internet Explorer as an example, the following is how you add an RSS feed.

1. When you find a site you want to receive updates on, click on the RSS icon drop-down
menu and select the site for your feed.

= Simply stated business - Intemet Explorer, optimized for Bing and MSN

,(-\'Q' J http://simplystatedbusiness.com/ - @ +9 | X

-

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help

X Esnagit B = x &~ [ x Qf
7 Favorites | 928 @ Suggested Sites v @ Web Slice Gallery ~ @] Simply stated business €| Bing™ Traffic =
| Simply stated business !,} @’

No Web Slices Found

Simply stated business RSS Feed (new)

2. Click on Subscribe to this feed.

Simply stated business

You are viewing a feed that contains frequently updated content. When you subscribe to a feed, it is added to the Common Feed List.
Updated information from the feed is automatically downloaded to your computer and can be viewed in Internet Explorer and other programs.
Learn more about feeds.

4 Subscribe to this feed

3. A box pops open. Click on the Subscribe button.

Subscribe to this Feed Lihj

Fr Subscnbe to this Feed

r'_ﬂ When you subscribe to a feed, itis automatically added to
the Favaorites Center and keptup to date.

You can add the feed

MName: Simply stated business

to your bookmarks or
- = = —>
Create in: l@ Feeds MNew folder create a new folder —
["] Add to Favorites Bar you decide.

Whatis a Feed? Cancel I

Your computer will periodically check online for updates to subscribed

feeds, even when Internet Explorer is not running.
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OTHER RSS FEEDERS

There are all kinds of RSS feeders. Here is a list from Yahoo's Directory.

If you are looking at this on a printed copy, here is the URL:

http://dir.yahoo.com/computers _and internet/data_formats/xml__extensible markup language

/rss/rss_readers _and_aggregators/

I use Google Reader. | prefer it to using a browser built-in RSS feed.
Here is how Google Reader works.
1. Create a Google Reader account or if you have a Google account, add Reader.

E Google Mail
Fast, searchable email with less spam

Orkut
Meet new people and stay in touch with friends

Panoramio™®"!
Explore and share photos of the world

’1 Picasa
4@ Find, edit and share your photos

a Picnik!ew
Fast, easy and fun photo-editing

‘b\ Reader
%" Get all your blogs and news feeds fast

2. Click on the RSS icon at the blog or website that you want to add to your feed.

millercathy.com

A Baby Boomer's Second Life

Welcome to my blog!

Subscte in a reader

Thanks for dropping by. Feel free to leave
a comment. Stay updated by subscribing
to the RSS feed.
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3. Click on Subscribe with Google

millercathy.com

syndicated content powered by FeedBurner

FeedBurner makes it easy to receive content updates
in My Yahoo!. Newsgator, Bloglines. and other news

Subscribe with Google
readers

Reset this favorite; show all Subscribe options
Learn more about syndication and FeedBurner...

4. You can add the RSS feed to your Google Homepage or Reader

Go 'Ugle Add to Google

millercathy.com
A Baby Boomer's Second Life
hitp /feeds feedburner com/Millercathycom

Google offers two different ways to keep up-to-date with your favorite sites:

‘Your Google homepage brings together Google Google Reader makes
Bnality and content from across The web
single page.

Add to Google homepage

Google ™"

b

sy {0 keep up with the
latesteentsTi from a large number of sites allomra
ingle reading list

Add to Google Reader

e oy - ——

5. Here is an example of the Reader feeds

L C | @ www.google.com/reader/view/feed/httpy//feeds fer

2§ Google [[] Mew Tab () Work Email Business Blog HC Blog Personat Blog [ Sign-on I3 Sign-on S HootSute 3 Twitter B Dersonal Email
Google reader Allitems -| | Search

All items (445)

Show: 10 new items - all items Markalasread -| Refresh | Feed settings.. -
People you follow

o . i i 255 PM (15 minutes ago]
Subscriptions =T Death and the Detective Series — Final Installment 2.55 PM inutes ag

by cam

= ¢~ Business Writing (23) o
Business Writing
Copyblogger (22}
Ghostwriter Dad - Pro... (1) &
Social Realst
& & Cients
Continuing Education ‘
= i Freelance (41)
About Freelance Writing (2)
All Freelance Wnting
2 Carson Brackney
Creative Copy Challenge
Dear Dt Freelance

FreelanceFolder (29)

Jenn Mattern

Make A Living Writing (1) | started the Death and the Detective series from the writing

Men with Pens prompts challenges at Creafive Copy Challenge: The words in bold are the writing prompts from the challenge

@A
(1 Other bookmarks
Mail Calendar Documents Photos Reader Web more v cathy@millercathy.com | Seftings v | Help | Sign out

E3 Add a subscniption millercathy.com » Show: Expanded - List

show details
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6. You can create folders in Google Reader and add feeds to them.

Click on the Settings

cathy@millercathy.com drop-down menu

Reader settings

Google Account settings Select Reader settings

7. Click on Subscriptions

P ——————————— R e —— A ———

Mail Calendar Documents Photos Reader Weh mare v
Google reader

Language  English |-
Startpage Home [=]
Scroll tracking

¥ In expanded view, mark items as read when you scroll past them.
Navigation pane display
4| Always start with the navigation pane visible.
Likes
Only show "Likes" by people you follow.
Misc
7| Confirm when marking all as read

4| Show followed blogs from Blogger.
Show favicons for subscriptions.

8. Click on the Add to a Folder drop-down menu and select or create a new folder.

Rename
Hp/feeds feedbuaef. comMillercathycom
[ Online Tech Tips Rename w
hitp /ffeeds feedburmer.com/ComputerTipsFromAComputerGuy
" simplystatedbusiness Rename
http:/feeds feedbumer com/Simplystatedbusiness
[ simplystatedhealthcare Rename
hitp:/ffeeds feedbumer.com/Simplystatedhealthcare
Social Implications Rename

http:/feeds feedbumer. com/Socialimplications

Business Writing |

Clients L

Freelance

Google Alerts L
| Heaith Care

IR I
| MyBiogs _

Elp

o
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BLOGS OR WEBSITES WITH NO RSS IcoN

With Google Reader, you can also add a blog or site directly from Reader. Here is how you do
that.

1. Click on Add a subscription.

| & C  ® www.google.com/reader/view/Thl=entab =wy#overview-page

B A

(2] Other bookmarks]

cathy@millercathy.com | Settings v | Help | Sign out

2§ Google [ New Tab (¥ Work Email Business Blog HC Blog Personal Biog [ Sign-on [ Sign-on @ HootSuite 3 Twitter £ Personal Email
Mail Calendar Documents Pholps Reader Webh more v

All items * || Search
B3 Add a subscription Home
o Recently (ead 1
i A look at what's new e
People you follow Pink Glove Dance from millercathy.com
Explore . th and the De
Subscriptions =T :E-‘;ZI'OQ'IE Reader Play is a fun way lo browse interesting stull on the web. Give it a Instaliment from millercathy.com

2. You can either search by keywords or paste the URL of the site you want to follow.

€3 Add a subscription |

Enter a search term to find feeds or paste a feed url I‘ The search by keywords returns
||_Simely stated health care Add | matches for your selection — or —

e.g., googleblog. blogspot.com or cnn

Mail Calendar Documents Pholos Reader Web more v cathy@millercathy.com | Settings v | Help |

Google reader Al tems - | Search
KB Add a subscription Feeds matching "simply stated health care"
All items (439) s
People you follow HE
Explore .
s :| vi =T Unknown  Simply stated heaith care
ubscriptions subscribers Feb 22, 2011 .. Welcome to my blog, Simply stated health care. Thanks for dropping by! Feel free to join the
JEBRIRSS discussion by clicking on "Add a Comment
- Health reform impleme... (115) hitp://simplystatedhealthcare.com/feed/ - 0.9 posts per week
i) HR Management US Substrive
s Automatically adds the site to your feed
€3 Add a subscription |

- from the URL you entered
E_n:e! a search term to find feeds or paste a feed url |

| | http://simplystatedhealthcare.,com Add I

e.g., googleblog. blogspot.com or cnn

K3 Add a subscription Simply stated health care »
el b, e Tems -allifoms Markal as read ~ —etresh | Feed settings... -
People you follow
Explore You have subscribed to "Simply stated health care "
Subscriptions
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THE CHOICE IS YOURS

If you do not want to rely on your memory to check on favorite blogs or websites, subscribe by
email or an RSS feed for updates.

If you select an email option —

e You enter your email address

e You may receive an email with a link to confirm your request

e |f so, click on the link

¢ When there is new content, an email is sent to you

e You can read the content, save it or delete it, just like any email

e You can click on a link to read the new content at the blog or web site

If you select an RSS feed —

e You can use your browser’s built-in RSS, bookmark the site or save it in a folder — or
e You can click on the site’s RSS icon

e You can add the site to your RSS feeder (that you already set up)

e You can organize your RSS feeder with folders for your feeds

e You visit your RSS feeder as frequently or infrequently as you like

e You can unsubscribe or add new feeds at any time

I hope this made it easier for you to decide if you prefer email subscription or RSS feed.

Is there a topic you want covered?
If so, send me an email at cathy@millercathy.com
I would love to hear from you.

Keep it simple, clear & uniquely yours.
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